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won, but in China they lost. The present anti-foreign uprisings are the
result of disagreements between the leaders."
"Anti-foreignism doesn't get anywhere. We tried it but dropped it—
against the Big Powers," Saionji commented.
"Anyway, it's hard to deal with the Western nations. We learn by
our experience with them. One day they seem upright and friendly,
the next day they turn into blood-suckers. During my last trip to China
I saw Westerners seizing the best and most strategic sections of the
country for themselves,
"After the war, Russia, Germany, and France forced us to return
Liaotung Peninsula to China in the name of peace in the Orient. But
Russia took over Port Arthur and Dairen. Germany got Kiaochow
Bay, France took her share in South China. Even England, who had
been friendly to us during that war, occupied Weiheiwei as soon as
our troops marched out of there. They are worse than fire-thieves.
And to think that we used to rely on Germany!"
"Sir"—Genro Ito's servant came into the meeting-room—"the Min-
ister of War, General Katsura, wishes to see you. May I show him in?"
"Well-"
"Genro Ito, since he is here, how about inviting him in and listening
to his reports of the Chinese situation?"
"Ask him to enter."
General Katsura Taro, who was one of the youngest Choshu men to
take part in the Restoration wars, had studied in Germany in the 1870'$.
His many military reforms were inspired by Prussian examples. In the
Sino-Nipponese War he commanded the Third Division. Following
that he was made Governor-General of Formosa. When he headed the
War Department under the second Ito Cabinet he proved his ability
as a politician.
When Ito resigned the Premiership, he remained in the following
Cabinet under Count Okuma. The latter resigned shortly in favor
of another Choshu leader, Field Marshal Yamagata, who had been
Premier once before, Yamagata retained General Katsura in the War
Office.
Of late, the public regarded Katsura as the natural successor to
General Katsura was well-built, erect, with broad shoulders, enor-
mous head, grayish hair closely cropped, high broad forehead, eagle-
like eyes, round chin and moustache. He was in uniform with medals
on his chest and a sabre at his hip.

